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Two Cases of Lupus Treated successfully with Iodoform. 

Tyrrell reports [British Medical Journal , October 30, 18SG) briefly two 
coses of lupus vulgarus involving the nose and upper lip, iu which the local 
treatment consisted solely of the application of iodoform in the form of an 
ointment (a drachm of iodoform to the ounce of vaseline). Cod-liver oil was 
prescribed in both cases. The parts soon assumed a healthy appearance, 
healing gradually but uninterruptedly; in one case a cure resulting in six 
months, and in the other in four to five months. 

Pastes in Cutaneous Therapeutics. 

According to Martin's experience (Deutsche medicinischc Woehenschrift, 
December 30,18SG), better results follow the treatment of inflammatory skin 
diseases, especially those of an eczematous type, by means of pastes than are 
to be secured bv other methods. What is commonly known as Lassaris 
paste—Ac. salicylic!, gr. x; pulv. zinci oxidi, pulv. nmyli, aa5>ji vaselin, 
oij—was employed In the author’s cases. It may be advantageously used in 
all forms of eczema. Where the parts affected permitted—as, for example, 
about the hands, arms, legs, etc.—the akin, after a thorough soap and water 
washing, is coated over with a thick layer of the paste, this covered with a 
thin film of clean cotton, and then a bandage of gauze applied. This dressing 
may remain on for several days, and in soiue instances even a week or longer. 
Rarely more than the repetition of three such dressings is necessary for a 
cure. When the eczema is upon the face, for obvious reasons the above 
method of application is impracticable, and the paste is, therefore, simply 
smeared on at frequent intervals. About the angles of the ears and nose, after 
applying the paste, a small thin film of cotton may be stuck on over it with 
better effect. 


Mycosis Fungoides. 

Kobner presents [Deutsche medicinischc Woehenschrift, Isos. 39 and 40,188G) 
the results of a careful study of this curious affection, based upon clinical 
observation and an analysis of the literature of the subject. Two cases are 
reported in full; in one of which the type was mild, and under increasing 
doses of arsenic recovery took place (two and a half years later there had 
been no reappearance of the disease); in the other case, the disease followed 
the usual course, a fatal result ensuing a few years after its first appearance. 

Clinically there seem to be two varieties of the disease. In one, which the 
author’s first case represents, the disease is usually more localized, being con¬ 
fined to several regions; the tumors are not so liable to sudden appearance 
and disappearance, are of slow growth, and there is no disturbance of the 
general health. There is always, however, the usual premonitory stage of 
red, eczema-like patches or superficial infiltration. This variety is apparently 
susceptible of relief by the arsenical treatment. 

The second variety is more frequently observed. Its course maybe divided 
into four stages. The first stage shows only erythematous patches or scat¬ 
tered eczematous lesions, ami occasionally urticaria-like eruption. This may 
lost from one to two years (and rarely as happened in the author’s second 
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case, entirely disappear), when the second stage, which may appropriately be 
called the period of (flat) infiltration, begins. These lesions which are flat or 
semi-globular, bright or vermilion-red, exceedingly itchy, sort to tolerably 
tough, covered with a tense and shiny epidenn, may disappear entirely in one 
place and a new and similar growth appear in other regions, going through 
the same stages. In some of these growths the centre only is absorbed and 
there remains a peripheral desquamating wall. After some months, by addi¬ 
tional growth or confluence of such infiltrations, or from an eczematous basis, 
or less frequently from an area of skin previously involved and healed, or 
from apparently sound skin, appear the peculiar, knobby, polymorphous 
tumors, ragged or furrowed, dark red, in appearance not unlike a tomato or 
mushroom. In this, the third stage, the growths may in a short time, indi¬ 
vidually or through confluence, become the size of an orauge or larger, and 
rarely a tumor may become pedunculated. Itching persists, and there is a 
constant serous discharge, which, with the exfoliating epidenn, gives rise to 
crusts. Even in this stage individual tumors may disappear by absorption 
without leaving a trace. At this time also superficial ulceration of the growths 
is noted, from which oozes a considerable amount of serum and thin pus, 
which rapidly undergoes decomposition, and, in spite of antiseptic applications, 
gives rise to a fetid odor. Only after months does the general health begin 
to suffer, exhaustion being gradually induced through loss of sleep in conse- 
■quence of the intense itching, and from the constant serous and purulent dis¬ 
charge. In this way the disease gradually goes into the fourth stage—the 
stage of cachexia, in which, in addition to superficial ulceration, the growths 
may be the seat of deep-seated, crateriforin ulcers; in fact, there may be a 
complete slough of individual tumors, the destructive process extending, in 
-some instances, through to the periosteum. In some cases the growths may 
appear on the mucous membranes. Wasting diarrhoea, frequent chills, with 
increased temperature, which arc often inet with in this stage and hasten the 
end, may be looked upon usually as symptoms of aeptiejemia. The usual 
complications which lead to a rapidly fatal issue are, above all, pneumonia 
and pleuritis, with rapid effusion; less frequently nephritis and uramia. Ac¬ 
cording to published cases, an unquestionable example of metastasis to internal 
organs has not been observed. 

Briefly stated, there was found, microscopically, infiltration of the corium, 
made up of large, mainly round, and to a less extent ovoid, single-nucleated 
cells lying between the greatly separated connective-tissue fibres; the cell 
infiltration, in the middle of the markedly developed growths, was so great as 
essentially to destroy all traces of these fibrilla. Between the cell masses 
were seen scattered large cells containing several nuclei, variously shaped 
“Mastzellen,” and, especially near the lower border of the infiltration, remark¬ 
ably large spindle-shaped cells, filled with finely and coarsely granular proto¬ 
plasm. In recent growths could be seen the cell accumulations beginning 
around the subpapillary, superficial vessels of the corium, and extending 
upward along the papillary branches to the corneous layer, which is finally 
broken through and ulceration results. In the rete were seen many wander¬ 
ing cells, and here, as likewise in the papilla, branching brownish pigment 
•cells. The bacterial investigation, carefully made, gave negative results. 

The author contends, both from the anatomical data and the clinical course 
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of the disease, and especially from the fact that the tumors may undergo 
spontaneous involution, that the view which classes it as a sarcoma or related 
disease is erroneous; and states that if the affection in its entire course be 
studied clinically and histologically, this becomes evident. His own view is 
that it is a typical chronic infective disease, and that Bazin’s view of its analog}* 
to leprosy has much evidence in its favor. 

Impetigo Contagiosa. 

A paper on this disease is contributed [Darners Texas Medical Journal , 
August, 1886) by Beall. His experience embraces twenty-four cases. Clini¬ 
cally the cases illustrated the disease as ordinarily described. A peculiarity, 
in a few of the cases, in the separation of some of the crusts from the underly¬ 
ing skin was noticed—detachment beginning at the centre and progressing 
centrifugally. When this occurred the maculation showing the site of the 
lesion, and which persists for some time afterward, displayed different degrees 
of intensity in concentric rings—the darkest at the periphery, and the lightest 
at the centre. This peculiarity, when present, the writer thinks may be con¬ 
sidered pathognomonic. At the time of observation of the first group of 
ease*, smallpox was prevalent, ami hence vaccination largely practised, and 
in these eases there may have been some relationship between that operation 
and the contagious impetigo; in the group of cases recently observed, how¬ 
ever, no relationship was demonstrable. In examination of the crust a pecu¬ 
liar microorganism was discovered, to which, in the author’s judgment, the 
disease is to be attributed. The same organism was subsequently found also 
in the fluid of a matured vesicle. The crust was treated with a three per 
cent, solution of pure caustic potash, then stained with eosin, and mounted 
in glycerine. The examinations were made with a one-fifth Gundlacli ob¬ 
jective, D eye-piece, and amplifying tube. Differentiation was facilitated 
by staining. In the microscopic field could be seen epithelium, scattered oil 
globules, and crystals of margarine, and numerous minute, round, and oval 
bodies. These last, the microorganisms, were constant, and “ in all probability 
the direct factor in the etiology of the disease.” Thescorganisms, under white 
light, were colorless, highly refractive, spheroidal and ovoidal, and svav 
ct’oit of au inch in diameter, and scattered through the field singly or in pairs. 
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The Desirability of the Early Performance of Laparotomy in 
Cases of Abdominal Pregnancy. 

Lusk {Brit. Med. Journal, December 4,1886) first narrates his case, which is 
briefly as follows: 

Sirs. B., ret. thirty-five, menstruated regularly until the end of October, 
1883. On Oct. 24th of the same year, and also on Nov. 6th and 7th, she had 



